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Academize Cantabrigiensis 
Liber. 


To the Workſhipful 
HENRT FOHNSON, Fig; 


Worthy Sir, 


HAT neither a private intereſt, nor itch 
of vain-glory have the Icaſt ſhare in 
this Undertaking (in whole or in part) 


_ God and my own Conſcience bear me witneſs. 


And that a compliance with the repeated and 
reaſonable commands of ſome Friends of the 
Deceaſed ( to whom I bear a deſerved reſpect 
and honour ) haye made it publick, you and 
they are able to teſtify. Tis ſomewhacr larger 
in the Preſs than 'twas in the Pulpit : yet no 
more than what ſhould have been ſpoken, had 
the time permitted. What is ſaid of the Dead, 
I am fatisfhed, Envy it ſelt cannot diſprove or 
contradict. The Diſcourſe 15 not polite, but 
plain. For 'tis never my cuſtom ( upon ſuch 
Solemn occaſions ) to interlIine my _— 
with 


with much Reading, nor to glofs them with 
much Rhetorick ; knowing that the leaves of 
Antiquity would make but a weak Shield 
againlt the ſtroak of Death. And that the fine 
1 Flowers of Rhetorick are not Armour of proof 
| againſt the Conquering fears of the King of 
| terrors. Such as it is, I hope you will ac- 
cept : And if it may prove petſuaſiye to 
any into whoſe hands 1t ſhall fall, timely to 
prepare themſelves for Death and Judgment, 
I have my deſired end , and feryent prayer; 


who am, 
Sir, \ 
Decemb. 1. | | 
168 z. Your reſpetlive Friend, 


and Servant, 


_ SAMUEL PECK, 


— 
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Fr 
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: Preached at the Funeral of 


Sr HENRY FOHNSON, K: 


_— 


2 Cor. V. r. 


For we know, that if our earthly houſe of this 
tabernacle were difſolued, we have a building 
of God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. 


E that in his private receſſes and ſolitude, 
takes a ſerious and impartial furvey of moſt 
mens. works and aQions 3 how they ſpend 
their ſtrength for nought, and ( as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks ) labour in the fire for very vani- Hib:2.15 

# ; How greedily they purſue the World , and what ſin- 
ful and indiret courſes they take to further and- pro- 

mote 


(8) | 
'mote themſelves therein z How they blind their Judg 
ment, bribe their Reaſon, and baffle their own Conſci- 
ences 3 dally with God and their Souls, and play the 
wantons with Death and Judgment, and every thing that 
1s good and ſerious 3 will ſadly break forth in the words 
of the Royal Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 36. 1. The tranſgreſſuon of the 
wicked ſaith within my heart, there is no fear of God before 
his ezes, So the lives of ſuch men make me think that 
Death and Judgment ſeldom enter into their heaxts ; that 
the reward of the Righteous, and the recompence of the 
evil doer , are ſeldom the ſubject of their Meditations ; 
and that they have but a very weak Faith of the inviſi- 
ble realities of the World to come. For did men firavly 
beliewe, and frequently conſider, That for all theſe things God 
will bring theiz to judgment 3 and that an unalterable Weal 
or Wo will follow upon it, according as their works ſhall 
be; it muſt needs excite them ( unleſs they are hardned to 
deſtruction ) to a Religious life , a Godly converſation; 
yea, it would make them ſerve the Lord, and work out their 
ſalvation with fear and trembling. 


'Tis Chronicled of Phzlip King of Spain, That tho he 
never committed any great (in all his life, yet he cried out 
dreadfully at his death, faying,. O, #hat 1 had never beer 
King : Oh, that I had never reigned s for then I ſhould not 
have now to anſwer for the negle& of doing the good 1 might, 
and for not preventing the evil 1 ought in my Government. 
And tho God hath notſet any of you in Places af fo great 
weight and truſt, yet there is none of you to whom he 
hath not committed many Talents, and opportunities of 
doing and receiving good, in order to Death and Judg- 
ment, And will it not be a fearful time witn you, when 
you are grapling with the King of Terrors , when -you 
are upon the brink of Eternity, and within view — _ 

terna 
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Eternal Judgment ( which the Apoſtle calls the ter- 


ror of the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 11.) to have Conſcience 
fly in your faces, and accuſe you for [your falſneſs 


and unfaithfulneſs in your places and relations? For 


neglecting your time, and abuſing your Talents z wiſh- 
10g a thouſand times you had never been, or that 
you had never known what the Goſpel meant ; for 
then your account, before the great Tribunal of the 
Righteous God, would have been lefs ſtrit, and 
more eaſte by far , than it 1s now like to be; for 
thoſe evils which you might have avoided, but would 
nor, and for all that good, which ( by your pious 
Patterns and holy Examples) you' might have done, 


| but did not ? Alas, Who can conceive the {ad Appre- 


henſions, and killing Terrors that wrack the ſoul of 
ſuch men, in ſuch a day ! Let the belief hereof pro- 
voke you to make a better improvement of your 
Time , and Talents, Opporttinities and Enjoy ments 
than hitherto you have done. Lay them not out upon 
Toys and Tritles, Worldly, Lying Vanities, which like 
your own Fleſh or Bodies, are frail, uncertain, and will 


quickly fail you; for St. Peter tells you, All theſe 2 Per.g. rr. 


things ( as well as theſe earthly tabernacles ) ſhall be diſ- 


ſolved. But let us ſpend them upon better Objects, up- 


on a better Inheritance, a more durable and laſting 
Eſtate than this World can afford us ; ſeeking to make 
him our Portion, who will be a living Comfort in a 
dying Hour, the ever Bleſſed and Glorious God ; ſpend 


more Strength and Time in his Service : Let ws have ,, 


our conver ſation in heaven, here, as the Apoſtle exhorts 3 

that we may obtain an Aſſurance our Habitation ſhall 

be there, when we go hence, as the Apoſtle tells us he 

had, ſaying We know that if this earthly houſe of 
B 


our 


ll, 3.23, 


( 10) 


eur tabernacle were diſſolved , we have a building of 


God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 


VEenas., : 


Which Words are both an Illuſtration and Confir- 
mation of the reaſon which our Apoſtle gives his Co- 
rinthians, why he did ſo couragiouſly and valiantly 
labour in the Work of the Miniltry, notwithſtanding 
the many Dithculties and dangers, the continual Trou- 
ble and Oppoſition he met withal on every fide, for 
commending himſelf to every mans conſcience in the 
ſight of God. For he had ſpoken in the preceding 
Chapter,of the periſhing of the outward Man, and of 
renewing the Inward Man day by day, of the great 
Weight of Glory which ſhould ſucceed his light Afii@iom 
for a Moment 1n this life 3 and that thoſe things that 
are not ſeen, which are eternal, are to be looked to, and 
minded, rather than theſe things which are ſeen, and are 
only temporal, chap. 4. 16. to the end. Now in the 
beginning of this chapter he doth farther expound 
himſelf concerning the diſffolution or change of the 
Outward Man, and the building up or perfecting the 
New Man, as alſo concerning the ſhort continuanceof 
theſe things that are ſeen, and the ſtability or continu- 


ance 'of thoſe things that are not ſeen 5 affirming , | 


that he himſelf and others of the faithful.did certain» 
ly know, that after this ſhort and tranſitory life was 
ended, they ſhould enjoy an eſtate, Heavenly, Glorious 
and Eternal. And this Affertion and Article of Chri- 
{tian Faith he cloaths with variefy of ſweer and ſignifi- 
cantMetaphors;helping the foul by the body,the under- 
fianding by the ſenſe, ſaying, We know that if our earthly 
houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolued,we have a building 


of 


ES CAO Nao tas 


( rx ) 
of God, &c. Where he compares this miſerable body, 
as it now 1s 1n this life,to an earthly houſe, and that not 


- a Sumptuous Palace, Impregnabl e Caſtle, or other 


{ſtrong and well- framed Building 3 but to! a Taber- 
yacle, a weakyail, brittle Cottage of Earth or Clay : 
We know if this earthly houſe (wherein the foul d wells 
for a Time ) if this Tabernacle were diſſolved _ 


Then, 


_ He oppoſeth to this,the ſtate or condition of the bo- 
dy glorified in the life to came, which he reſembles to 
a building firm, durable, and laſting; yea of Eternal 
continuance and duration; the beginning of which 
is the bleſſed Eſtate of the Soul at Death ; and the 
perfection of it is the glorious Eſtate of Soul and Bo- 
dy reunited at the Reſurrection : We know we have a 
building of God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal 
ix the heavens. Where you have theſe Two Confide- 
rables recommended by the Holy Ghoſt to our Medita- 
tion, ſeaſonable to the ſad occaſion of this great A(- 


ſembly. 


I. What our Body is in reſpe& of the frailty of it 
in this Life, an earthly houſe, a brittle Tabernacle 


that muſtdown, mult be diflolved. 


2, What houſe or building the ſouls of the faithful 
have after the diſlolution of this earthly Taber- 
nacle ; A building of God, an houſe not made with 
hand, eternal in the heavens. 


Both theſe together are a brief and full Metaphort- 


cal deſcription of our Mortality , and IR, 
| O 


B 2 


(12) 
of our weak and frail Condition in this life, and 
of our FErernally Blefl:d and Glorious Eſtafe after 
Death. | 


r. Firſt, What our body 1s in reſpc@of its frailty 
1n this life, an earthly houſe, a brittle Tabernacle, that 
muſt be diflolved and ' go down to the duſt. Theſe 
bodies wherein our ſouls take up their reſidency for a 
time, are but earthly Tabernacles, of ſhort and uncer- 
tain Continuance. The body is ſo called elſewhere, 
2 Pet. 2. 1,14. Knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off this 
my tabernacle : and Job 4. 19. 'tis termed an houſe of 
clay, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, Eliphaz 1nthe fore- 
going Verſe ſpeaks of Angels, here of men ; and theſe 
Words are a deſcription of Man oppoſed to Angels, 
thoſe Inhabitants of Heaven , thoſe Courtiers of the 
New Fernſalem ; called therefore the Angels of Hea- 
ven 3 the place of their ſpecial reſidency being the 
Heavens, in and with which they may ſeem to have 
been created ; Whereas men are ſaid to be on the 
Earth, on the ſurface only, as a tabernacle ready to be 
ſhaken off, as having no foundation. Having here 70 
abiding place, no continuing city, no ſetled abode, till we 
come to Heaven where the Angels are. Some Huts 
we have,rather than houſes. T# oxive, a clayie cottage, 
an earthly tabernacle, as St. Paul and Plato call the 
body of man , which is made up of a little duſt or 
clay, ſomewhat ſublimated and refined by art or nature, 
What is man, faith Gregory Naziarzen, but vis #21 xis, 
Soul and Soil, Breath and Body,the one apufft of wind, 
the other a pile of duſt ; no certainty, no folidity in 
either. Pulvis & umbra ſumus, Weareduſt and a Shad- 
dow, no more 5 ets 5 «v0795, ſaith the Greek, Pro- 
verb, 


negle&ing his duty , bath brought him to the duſt 3 


(13) 
verb; Man 1s but an earthen pot, no better; The 
firſt man Adam was of the earth earthly; and no 
more are the belt of men; Quas ex meliore forſan 
lato finxit Titan 5 who are made of the firft com- 
mon Mold ſomewhat refined And the finer the 
Glaſs, the ſlighter the Tabernacle, the more ſubje& 
to break and fail; and fo are we to dye. Mans 
feſh will fail him, ſaith David, Pfal. 73. 26. Thoſe 
whole ſpirits are noble, will find their bodies brit- 
tle. The higheſt, the holieſt mans heart will not 
ever hold. Princes and Peaſants are of the ſame 
fleſh, which, ſaith the Prophet 1/azah, is but grafs, 
it ſoon withers and fades away; they are alike 
duſt, and to duſt they muſt return. What man 75 
be that liveth, and fhall not ſee death> The Pſal- Joh, 3. 13, 
miſt here challengeth all the World to find out one " 
man that could procure a proteQion from diflolu- 


tion. Holy Hezekiah could beg his life, and com- 


pound for his death for fifteen years, but could not 
obtain an exemption for ever. No, this earthly 
houſe is ſubjeet to many ſtorms that ſhake it, to 
variety of Diſeaſes, the leaſt of which is ſufficient 
to overthrow it: So that what St. Paxl ſaid of 
himſelſ in a proper ſenſe, we may fay every of us 
in a common , 4 dye dazly: My earthly Taberna»- 
cle declines and waſtes daily : Such 1s the frailty 
and corruptibility of the body, that tho ſome are 
more curiouſly painted than others, and tho all are 
fearfully and wonderfully made, full of accuracy 
and curioſity, like a Spiders Web; yet like that 
we have no ſtability: And thanks'be to mans Apo- 
ſtacy for this frailtyz his falling from God, by 


{0 


( 14 ) 


ſo the Apoſtle, Rom. 5.12. By one man ſin entred in- 


to the world, and death by ſim, Sickneſs and Death had 
never touched our bodies, had not fin firſt tainted 
our ſouls. Man in his Innocency was immor- 
tal, but now 1n his ſtate of Apoſtacy he 1s determined 
to death. Had he ſtood, he ſhould , Iike Eroch, 
have been tranſlated, and not ſeen death ; 
he ſhould have entered into his Fathers houſe, 
but not through the dark entry of the Grave; but now 
I know thou wilt bring me throngh the grave, the houſe of 
all the living. Now the body muſtdie, before the ſoul 
can ( as it were ) begin to live. Man muſt now put 
off his houſe of Earth, before he can poſſeſs his houſe 
in Heaven. When this earthly houſe of our Taber- 
nacle is diſſolved, then ( not before ) we-have a 
building of God, an houſe not made with hands, eter- 
nvalin the Heavens, Thus you ſee by this Metaphorical 
Expreſſion, what a lively reſemblance the Apoſtle 
ves of our frail Condition in this world, or in re- 
ſpect to our bodies. We dwell, faith he, in Tents or 


Tabernacles. 


I. And a Tabernacle or Pavilion is not made of 


any ſtrong matter, having only a few (hight Poles for 
Timber, and painted Cloths for Walls z a weak Lodg- 
ing, quickly taken down, eaſily removed or over- 
thrown. Such is the body of man, a fair Fabrick, but 
frail ; the bones are its Timber-work, the fleſh its 
walls; all of Clay and Duſt ; one blaſt mars it ; a lit« 
tle pain or grief ſhakes it ; an Ague, Fever, Dropſie, 
or as the Prophet ſpeaks, 1/2. 38. 12. a little pining 
ſickneſs quickly diflolves and makes an end of it. 
For our ſtrength, ſaith Fob, is not the ſirength of ſtones, 
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20r our fleſh as braſs : No, our Earthly Houſe is not 
framed of ſuch ſtrong and laſting materials. 


2. And like a Tent or Tabernacle it ſtands in 
continual need of repairation, being ſhaken with eve- 
ry wind, and ſhattered with every ſtorm, Nor is our 
Food, or Phyſick, or any other means, which we uſe 
as daily props and preſervatives to this Earthly Houſe, 
ſufficient to ſupport it without the Divine ProteCti- 
on. There are ſo many Thouſand caſualties we are 
daily ſubject to, that nothing leſs than a Divine Pro- 
vidence could preferve theſe Tabernacles one day. 
And when by Sickneſs or Age they are tottering and 
falling, nothing leſs than the ſame Power can repair 
or reltore them. 'Tis God only that brings down to 
the grave, and then ſaith, return again ye children of men. 
No wonder therefore that the wicked, who by their 
obſtinacy in ſin, withdraw themſelves from under the 
Divine Protection and Providence, do not live out 
half their days, as David obſerves, Pſal. 55. 23, 


3. Once more: As a Tabernacle hath no foundati- 
on, 10 no certain continuance 1n any place 3 'tis hereto 
day, and carried to another place to morrow, ſhzwing 
us that the inhabitants are but ſtrangers. No more 
can we aſlure our ſelves any fixed habitation or 
abode in the body; We are here to day, and 
gone to morrow 3 ſtanding this hour , and pulled 
down the nextz growing in the morning, and ( like 
the graſs) in the evening cut down and withered. 
Our Souls are but ſtrangers in theſe Tents: [ am 
a "ſtranger in this Earth ( faith David ): And I be- 
ſeech you 'C faith Saint Peter ) as pilgrims and firan- 

ger's 
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gers, abſtain from fleſhly luſts, which war againſ# the . 


/oul. Nay, our bodies in reſpe& of continuance, 
are more uncertain than any Tabernacle: Other 
Tabernaciles may be removed 3 this inuſt, God will 
certainly take it down, it ſhall not continue; when 
this earthly houſe ſball be diffoleed ; it muſt be fo, 
no help for it, no avoiding of it. Tat Decree can never 
be reverſed, It is appointed to ian once to dye, and 


after this the Fudgment, Heb. 9. 27. 


I. © how prepoſterous then is the Care of moſt 
men, whoſe contrivance 1s chiefly for the body, to 
gratifie and pleaſe the fleſh, and to provide for it ? 
For it's Covetouſneſs, Ambition, Voluptuouſneſs, 
which the Apoſtle calls the luſts of the fleſh? As if 
God ſent them into, and continued them in the 
World for no other end but as Cooks to dreſs up 
their bodies as well as poſſibly they could for the 
Worms: As if they believed theſe earthly hou- 
ſes ſhould ftand for ever, contrary to daily ex- 
perience; or that there were no habitation for the 
ſou! after the diflolution of this Tabernacle, con- 
trary to Divine Revelation. The univerſal cry of 
the World ( faith David , Pal. 4. ) is, Who wil 
fhew us any good? What ſhall we eat and drink? 
Or wherewith ſhall we be cloathed? And how 
ſhall we do to live in this hard World? Never 
once asking their Souls in good earneſt; Soul, what 
wilt thou do for that Bread which came down from 
Heaven 2 How wilt thou do to be ſaved? What 
ſhall thy ſtate be eternally? And what hope or 
aſſurance haſt thou of an houſe not made .with hands, 
eternal in the heavens? And how wilt thou be 
made 
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r12e meet to be partaker of that inheritance of the 
S2izts in lickt? Col.1. 12. Theſe things re not 
in all thcir thoughts. Awaken thy Reaſon, O man! 
Is not thy _Spirir an Heavenly Plant, the immediate 
A product of the Divine breath, of the Eternal Wil- 
' dom and Power of God ? Is it not the im: preſs and 
tmnacze of the glorious Tiny, mn 1ts immortality 
in 1ts noble mp ics, - and capacitiy of honouring anc 
enjoying the ciicfeit Good ? And ſha!l not the lite 
of th13 Soul ran parallcl with the life of G39, and 
+ tine of Eteraicy 2 Or, do you think our Bleil; d Lord 
| overvalucd it, in fating, : ſhould profit a' man nothing 
to gain the whole world, az:d loſe his ſou! 8 Mat.16. 26- 
And is not thy body eanthly Frail and fading 2 Do yol 
not find it now aad then tottering, as if it were 
7 ready todrop cown 2? And is not the welfare of thy 
>04y 104Gived 1a the welfare of the Sou] ,” and that 
tor ever 2 What madneſs is it then to take fo much 
care for tne former, and fo lutle for the latter?” To 
make ſo much proviſion for the Fttth, and none for 
5 the Svirit 2 To prefer Dirt before that which 1s 
X Dtvine ? that which is bruttiſh, before that which is 
is the Þ icture of Gods own Perf. ctions ? To love 
£ and admire the Box above the Jewel, the Clay walls 
I] avove the Treaſure; and to let the Veſſel fink k, and 
p 
W 


— 


yet preſume to preſerve ihe Paſſenger that failcth 
10 it 2 Certai: :ly were not men poyſoned with A- 


op « tiaciſm, drowned in ſenſuality, or ſcared and become 
_ ſentleſ, it were impoſitvle they ſhould a& ſo much 
= | bereath the principles of a right Reaſon, as well as 
at } f all Religion. 

or 4 | 
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2. And as inconſiſtent is it with Religion and 
Reaſon, to be proud of our bodies, of our earth- 
ly tabernacles, tho never ſo fairly built, For their 
excellency ( faith Job) paſſeth away , their beauty - 
fades daily 3 the poor Cottage decays of it ſelf, and 
muſt ſhortly to the duſt, to the houſe of corruption 
and rottenneſs, and become a prey to the moſt con- 
temptible worms. O who can be proud cf ſo mean 
a thing, as a moth can cruſh, Job 4.19. a Fly choak, 
or a ſingle hair deſtroy and daſh in pieces! Yet ſuch 
are our bodies, which we take ſo much eare, and are 
apt to have fo high a conceit of. But which is more, 
the Lord beholds every one that zs proud, to abaſe him. 
To be proud of it, will provoke God to abohih it. If 
we dote too much upon our, dwelling-place , he can 
quickly turn us out ; for af the breath of his mouth 
we periſh, at the blaſt of his noſtrils we are conſumed. 
Let not our hearts therefore be putied up with pride 
of, nor perplexed with over-much care for theſe ta- 
bernacles that cannot long continue 3 that are no bet- 
ter than a vapour, which appears a little while, and then 
vaniſheth away, Jam. 4. 14. 


3. But let us from henceforward: reckon it a mat-- 
ter of no ſmall import and concern to us all, ſerij- 
ouſly to refle&t and conſider how we are provided 
for the fall and diflolation of theſe tabernacles of our 
bodies. 'Tis our Saviours advice, Matth. 24. 44. to 
be always re ady. Down they ſhall ; duſt thou. art, and 
to duſt thou ſhalt return ; and how ſuddenly. we know 
not 3 for at our beſt eſtate we are altogether vanity, 
Pſal. 39.5. 'tis prudence to conſider it ; not enough 
to talk. of it 3 to ſay, we know it, we bdieve it 3 but 
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( 19 ) 
as the Wiſe man adviſeth, BEecleſ. 7. 2. to lay it to 
heart : to caſt and conſuit with our ſelves in this, as 
1n other matters, ſaying, Hence I muſt: and whither 
then? whither muſt my next remove be > There is 
an everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels : This is my deſert : how ſhall I eſcape it ? 
And there is a reſ# to come, Heb. 4.9. an inheritance 
zncorruptible, that fades not away ©: a building of God, 
eternal inthe heavens, 1 Pet, 1. 4. This I defirez how 
ſhall T obtain it > Such thoughts as theſe would make 
us as prudent for Heaven, as we are for the Earth; 
as provident for our Souls, as we are for our Bodies; 
quicken us to lay up a Treaſure in Heaven : Or; as the 
Apolile exhorts, 1 17m. 6. 19. To lay up to onr ſelves in 
flore, a good foundation againſt the evil day, that we 
may lay hold on eternal life. Eſpecially if you con- 
fider, as the certainty of the diſſolution of theſe Ta- 
bernacles, ſo, th2t death 1s daily ſtealing upon them, 
as ruin upon an 614 building; Here falls a Wall, there 
a Door ; here a Tyle, there a Rafter, till at laſt the 
whole tumbles : Thus the dimneſs of thine Eye, the 
deafneſs of thine Ears, the trembling of thine Hand, 
the itifneſs and coldneſs of thy Limbs ; all theſe tell 
thee, Death and Diſſolution ſteal upon thy Earthly 
houſe of the body, and loudly call upon thee by 
Faith, Repentance , good Works, and an holy Life, 
to prepare for it: Rememoring what horror and 
fear will ſciz2 upon our Souls, when we behold Death 
coming or marching upon us, Jehr-like, furiouſly.- 
Men may talk wantonly. of Death, and make a light 
matter of it, while they think it at a great diſtance; 
but when the Sun of Life grows low, when fickneſs 
fakes their tabernacle, when the ſhades of the 
C 2 Grave 
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Grave avpear , when (as the Wiſe man elegantly 
ſpe: aks, Eecleſ. 12.) Thoſe that Icok, out at the windyws 
ere da: red, the ſtrong men bow themſelves, the keepers 
of the houſe wy" i 7 tre filver cord is loofed, and 


the golten borwl broken 5 when the monrn _ itand about 


our B-dz; When the grim Serjeant Death Jiys one 
hand on their heads, and in the other hand =_ A 
Writ of remove, that cannot be Revert: :d, and yet 


2 

they are uncertain Vhiither the &y mult go, and what 
elice or ta ie they ſhall have in the other World. 
Now, I ſay, that which ſeemed before but a trifle, 
will appear the King of terrors to their doubting , 
to thcir 2-(paittig a and departing Souls. Tis a que- 
ſiton that many a: 7 when they are dying, Whether 
they ſhall be fzved or damned ? Whether they ſhall 
be happy or miſcrabds, when they go hence? The 
reſolution of which they never ſeriouſly minded 
wae hey lived, and fo continue uncertain in this 

great concern, till Death reſolve them, and they are 
entercd upon that ſtate, In Waich OT mult avide to 
all Eternity , be it a. Paradice of Felicity, or Dun- 
2con of Miſtry. And this great tory is that, 
that makes thz apprehenfions of an approaching Gdil- 
ſolution fo excctding formic»ble to them. Ho 
happy therefore are thoſe perions, who have made 
their future ftate ſo much their concern in life, that 
with oir Apoſile they are avie to : ay wnen Dearh 
comes, }/c know when this earth; Fabernacis is diſſol- 

ved, we have a buildiag of God, not made with hands, 
| he in the heavens, Which leads me, 
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2, To the Second General in the Text ; namelr, 


the Blcfſed Eſtate of the Faithful after this Life, 
after thei diliolution of the Body, exnmreficd 

thcle words We have a bnildive of Gud, 
an henſe not macs with bands, eternal in the bea- 
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And nere 3 Ou have the habit at fic 2N o7 o meliinvy rlace 
Of Faithful Souls, of Saints departed, ſit fort',. or 


commendec to us by theſe fpecialitics. 


7, The Efficient Cauſe, or Fonnder of 1t, Go, 
F a baitdins of God. | the Grem JELOUS Hh of, £25 an 


and Earth, whoſe Glory and Grcatnels we cannot 
comprehend J bi.t only 1:3 "Kio Works, 15 the Builder 


of " And as great men love to do thinzs like them- 
wtlves, {9 doth God. It Abaſucrrs make a Feaſt 
for bt Natles and Scrvan's, it ſhall be ſuch as 
becem:s a King. - If the King of kings make an 
Houſe, an tan for his G- rvants, and prepare 
ManſGons of reſt for his Children, he a&ts like | himſclf, 
anſwerable wh 1s Infiatte G Goodnek, Mercy, and other 
Attributes, Ard what a goodly, what a olorious H 2b1- 
tation muſt this Houſe in the Heavens be, which hath 
Infinite Wildom to contrive it, Infinite Power to er«Ct 
it, Infinite Treaſure to 1nrich it, Infinite Gtor y tO beau- 
ity 1 it, and the Omnipotent Cod the Founder of it! 


2, *Tis (ct out by the manner of its Framing, 


Created [| »ot made with hands |; Termed an Houſe, 
1. For the Spaciouſneſs of it 3 not a Cottage, but an 
Houſe ; Room enough _ the Tohabitants both for 
neccflity and delight 5 an Houſe wherein there are 


many 
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many Manſions, John 14. 2. Called an Houſe, 2, For 
its conveniency, for its ſecurity 3 as a mans Houſe ig 
' termed his Caſtle, where he 1s ſafe from all aſſaults 
and dangers : ſuch is this Houſe of the Saints, a place 
of ſecurity from 3ll evils penal and finful, and from 
all Enemies bodily and ghoſtly. 3. An Houle | of 
#:ade with hands } for its Glory and Excellency. So- 
lomon's Temple was a glorious Building, and fo ma- 
ny other Buildings in the Worid are but not compa- 
:ble to this, becauſe made with hands, and ſo ſub- 
i:& to ruin and decay. This being made without 
hands, is perpetual : as far tranſcending all Earthly 
glory and happineſs, as the curious Frame of Heaven 
and Earth excels thele Clayie Cottages made by men, 
cr made with hands. 


3. Commended to us by the pleaſant ſituation of 
it. It is ſituate or placed | iz the heavens ] whire 
God 1s, where Chriſt is, where the Holy Angels, 
the Church of the firſt-born, and ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfeq, are. Where there 1s Heavenly Manna, 
the Tree of Life, Rivers of Pleatures , and varie- 
ty of freſh and overflowing Delights, to make the 
Inhabitants continually and compleaily happy, 


4. By the durableneſs of it, | "tis eternal ] not 
ſubje& to decay or diflolution, but everlaſticz. Our 
Saviour calls it, a kingdom that cannot be ſhaken 
St. Peter, an inheritance incorruptible; and St. Paul, 
here, a building of God, eternal. Other buildings, be 
they never fo ſtrong and Nately, are ſubj=& to decay 
by ſtorms, by fire, by age 3 but This, and all r<lating 
fot, is Eternal 4 the Builder of it Eternal , the In- 
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habitants in it, the Joys and Glories of it, all Eter- 
nal. And the truth is, when we have ſearched and 
ſaid all we can of this Glorious eſtate of the Saints 
hereafter, the Joy, the Life, the Glory of all is this, 
That it is Eternal. Heaven were no Heaven, the hap- 
pineſs of it no happineſs, if it were not endleſs. 
Eternity 1s that, that heightens ail Miſeries and all 
Mercies. 'Tis this makes Hell, and all the torments of 
it ſo intolerable, That they ſnall never end, Mark 9g. 


44, 46, 48, And 'tis this ſweetens all the Joys and 


Felicities of the Saints in Heaven, that they are ever- 
laſting : This 'tis makes this Building of Gad, the 
Habitation and Dwelling-place of Faithful Souls, fo 
pleaſant and delightful, That 'tis Eternal. 


5. And laſtly, That which is the chief of all, you 
have here the B:lievers Right and Title to it, [| we 
know ) 92% the very top of Faith; we are ſure. 
As certainly aſſured by Faith, that we ſhall have it, as 
if we did now poſſeſs it. So ſure 1s it, fo certain 
are we of it , that the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the pre- 
ſent Tenſe, **+% , not we ſhall have, but we have 
an Houſe not made with hands, Eternal in the Hea- 
vens. Thus you have, in the Terms and Epethites 
which the Apoſtle gives this Building in the Text, 
a ſhadow or glimpſe of Heaven , of that Bleſſed 
and Glorious Eſtate , which the Faithful enjoy af- 
ter this Life, The falneſs whereof no Tongue 
can utter, or Words expreſs; for, faith the Apo« 
ſtle, Eze hath mot ſeen, nor ear heard , nor can 
it enter into the heart of man to conceive what things 


God hath prepared for them that love him. 
O! who 


(ns 
O! Who then would be an Atlieiſt, who would be 
Irreligious or propranc, ard fo at once cut himfelf off 
from all hopes of all this Glory ! Surcly Religion is 
not an idle, empty Thing, that brings ſuch rewards to 
ail the "MIbeli Prof-flors and Pra iſers cf it. Tis not 
11 vainto be kolv, ard to ſerve God in good carncſt, 
uk 15. (at, There is a ”C ward f. r the rieh cons, and our labour is the 
end. C C ebt 7 
Lord ſhall not be in vain f0 Us. "The 1 wicked indeed, 
may be {aid to h ave an 0M ;fe, and an eternal houſe too, 
prepared for them in another world ; but *cs a ſad one, 
4 ophet is prepar ed for ethem of old ( ith the Prophet) 


the pile whereof is fire a 1 anus woed, and the breath of 


te Lord, as ariver of brimſtore, contiunaliy kindling it. 
A {tateof JOrr:i0 W. , Weeping Fo and mourning " E\ 'cr,and 
EVER. 


But the Houſe or Dvclling-place cf has Righ- 
teous hereafter, is in the ovens , an Houſe of 
Lizht, of joy atl : Rejoicitz, wherein they ſhall ſing 
Praiſes a and Haliclnjihs tothe J.amd, that fits upon the 
Throne for cvermore.O how ſhould the behict and hope 
of this. pun u3.0N to the greatelt pert. (tions of Holineſs, 
nd ſeveritics in Religion, it thereby we may attain to 
an aſjurance of our r: ght to this keavenly HaDitation ! 
How {ov1d this make" u5contemn the wo: 1d, With all 1ts 
inconfiderable nothings | How ſhould this bear us up 
under, and chearfully carry us th ough all Afitictions 
and Troublcs, a!l reproackes and [{corns 1n this World ! 
Ina Word, How ſhould the þ ove and profpettof this 
Glory, _- ils Coo ſl Pa! lace, and Eternal life to 
come, fical us agziolt death, vanquith i from our fouls 
all flavith fears of the diſſolution of theſe bodies, and 
modes 
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moderate our Sorrow forour departed Frien ds and 
Relations, who have given us any hopes that they have 
but changed this earthly houſe, for that glorious 
Building of God, Eternal in the Heavens ; where we 
hope one day to meet and enjoy them, and they us, 
without Sin, Sorrow, or Fear of parting more for ever 
and ever, 


T have ſaid what T intended on the Text ; —— 
But 1 have nov anoiher Subjed to enter 
upon, of which it is but jit and nece{/ary 
ſomewhat be ſpoken ; that is, 


Sir HENRY JOHNSON, whoſe 
Remains lye yet before us. 


And here I could be large, but both the Time, and 


the particular Acquaintance which moſt of you had 
with him, commands Brevity. Nor is it ſo much my 
deſign in what 1 have to ſay , to praiſe the Dead 
( whom our Praiſes can neither reach nor profit ) asto 
provoke you that are living to imitate him in what 1s 
good and praiſe-worthy. And to let you ſee, tis 
poilible for a man to begreat and good too. 
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I ſhall omit to ſpeak of him, as he once ſtood in 
thoſe Relations of an Husband, Father or Friend, in 
every of which there are many will teſithe he deſerved 
an Exge 3 but ſhall conſider him only as a Chriſtian ; 
and here let his own works ſpeak for him, both Jivirg 


and dying. Some of which I ſhall {ct before you from. 


3 w 4 
my own Obſervation; and others from credible and 
undoubtred Information, 


All the Time I have known him, (now near fourteen 
Years ) I have obſerved him religioully inclined ; not 
only free from the groſs debaucherics and Gnful excef- 
ſes of this Atheiſtical and corrupt Age, wherein he li- 
ved ; from thoſe open Vices and Immoralities, which 
many of his rank are tainted with, and are not ar all 
aſhamed of 3 but very ſerious in his Diſcourſes, grave 
and exemplary in his whole deport. No encourager of 


Faction or Rebellion; no friend to, cr favourer of 


Prophaneneſs or Irreligion ; but the contrary, a Coun- 
tenancer of Religion and Loyalty ; this I know, TI 
doubt not to ſay { without fear of Controul ) that 


Sir Henry Johnſon was one, Wo both feared Cod ard. 


honoured the King 3 a pair cf Veitves as inſeparable as 
Commendable, which I with more were endued with, 
that make as great a figure in the Word now, as he once 
did. 


As to the former of theſe, his Religion townrds 
God, I need mention but this one Demonſtration of it; 
That commendable and Religious Order that he con» 
ſtantly kept up in his Family, by Prayer, reading the 
Scriptures, and good Inſtructions to the members of it, 
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efpccially upon the Lords Day, or Sundays, which he 
was a (tric obſerver of. This I my {cf have ſormetines 
ſeen ; and thoſe of his Houſhold can bear Tclitmony 
to the truth of it 3 and I have often heard kim. fr 
that thoſe Servants that would not ſubmit to. ard 
comport with this Diſcipline, were no ſervants far h 
CI wiſh more Gentlemen were of his mind )3 ſort 
he ſeemed to have taken up Foſhna's Reſolution 


for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 
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As to his good works, his pious and charitable deeds, 
both in his Life, and at his Death, I preſume not to 
givean exact Account of them from my own knows 
ledg, but as I am -informed 3 and in recounting theſe, 
I know no reaſon why that charritable A&t of his to 
the Poor of Wappizg, in the late dreadful Fire there, 
may not be remembred 5 Since many of you know 
he was the firſt and chief Mover to obtain a Contribu- 
tion to their preſent neceſiities, and (I know ) a li- 
beral donor thereto himſclf, which was agreat, a pub- 
lick good work. 


[athe time of his life ( for divers Years laſt paſt, 
beſides his molt private aCts of this nature ) he every 
Sunday or Loras Day relieved Forty or Fifty poor 
Perſons at his own houfe, and that not with the Frag- 
ments of his own Table 3 but withgood and wholſome 
Diet provided on purpole for them ; and as he fed the 
poor in his life,ſo he did not forget them at his Death, 
having in his laſt Will bequeathed ſeveral Legacies to 
chairtable uſes 3 ſome of which Ihad an account of -- 
As, 
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To Two Hoſpitals, Chri/t-Church a nd 
Bridewell. 

To the Poor of Trinity Houſe. 

To ths Poor of the Eaſt India Alms- 
houſe in this Hamlet. 

To the Poor of Shipmrights Hall in Rat- 
cliff. 

To the Erecting and maintaining of an 
Aims-Houſe for {ſix peor Perſons in: 
Blackwall. 

He hath alſo given Moms for the pla- 
cing out of ſeveral Poor Children at 
Albrough in Suffolk ; and for the main- 
taining of a Weekly Lecture at Sax- 
mundum 1n the ſame County. 


By theſe Charitable deeds he hath built his own 
Monument more laſting than thoſe of Braſs or Mar- 
ble. And I wiſh every man, to whom the Divine 
Bounty hath liberally given the good things of this. 
World, would but go and do likewiſe. 


And now T ſhall commit him to his bed of reſt, 
when I have faid this one thing more :. That du- 
ring his laſt long and” tedious fickneſs ({ in which I. 
was ſevra] times with him) he had many excel- 
lent expreſſions of God, and the ſtate of his own 
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Soul, I could mention divers, and the occaſions of 


them, but then I ſhould be tedious. I will only 
recall ſome ſpoken to my elf. 


PT bleſs God ( faith he ) for this afflition; I would 
r0t have been without it for all the world. And a- 
gain, when I told him I ſhould viſit him oftner, if 
his ilneſs would admit me: He replied, 1. thank 
God I am never alone, God 3s always with me, and 
Chriſt is my Viſutant, who is above all to me, and 
who ( 1 truſt ) will work all in me, and for me, 
He often ſpoke of the Vanity of the World , and 
( notwithſtanding the large ſhare God had given 
him of it ) declared himſelf willing to leave it : 
Adding this with great earneſtneſs and vehemency 
of ſpirit ( being ſenſible he was not whol'y with - 
out enemies 3 and what good man is? ) 1 freely for- 
give all the world. In a word, When he received. 
the Holy Sacriment, which I adminiſtred to him 
10 tne tim? of his ſickneſs; as he received it with 
g255d devotion, fo ke afterwards exorefied himiclf 
very thankful to (ad for !hat oppertunity . blejſang. 
him for the refreſhnent be found in his ſoul by its 


[. could mention moce expreſſions of this nature 
that fell from him, but I forbear. Th<fe, with 
the manner of his Q:livering them , bego+ in me (1 
confeſs ) a bulicf thit he had ypon his mind a real 
ſenſe of God, and a ſavoury reliſh of the great 
things of Eternity; yea, and an hope too of a bet- 
ter inheritance in the other World, thai he hath 
left behind him-in this, even of a building of God, an 
houſe 
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-houſe not made with hands,eternal in the Heavens. To 
which bleſſed and glorious Eſtate, God of his Infinite 
Mercy ( in hisdue Time ) bring every Soul of us, for 
theſake of his Beloved Son, who died for us, Chriſt Je- 
(as the Righteous:To whom with the Father and Holy 
Spirit, be Glory for ever, and ever, Amer. 


ERRATA : 
In the Epiſt. 1. 17, for gloſ5r. gloſe page 11. 1.7, for zfr, of page 13. 1. 4. 
for lato r. luto 
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